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If YOU lived there...
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Physical Features

The United States is the third largest country in the world behind

wibatary 5 115 Russia and Canada. Our country is home to an incredible var-

Rocky Moontams, p 120 ety of physical features. All but two of the 50 states—Alaska and
, contrental donde, p 120 Hawaii—make up the main part of the country. Look at the
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R . physical map of the United States on the next page. It shows the
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) natr 3l resources of the United Interior Plains, and the West.
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If you were traveling across the United States, you might

the country’s eastern coast. This low area, which is flat a1 0%
to sea level, is called the Atlantic Coastal Plain. As you ;.
the land gradually rises higher to a region called the Pic

The Appalachian Mountains, which are the main mo .
range in the East, rise above the Piedmont. These mo-

are very old. For many millions of years, rain, snow, a7
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have eroded and smoothed their peaks. As
aresult, the highest mountain in the Appa-
lachians is about 6,700 feet (2,040 m).

The Interior Plains

As you travel west from the Appalachians,

you come across the vast [nterior Plains
that stretch to the Great Plains just east of

the Rocky Mountains. The Interior Plains
are filled with hills, 1akes, and rivers. The

first major water feature that you see here

ion than the east.
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is called the Great Lakes. These lakes make
up the largest group of freshwater lakes
in the world. The Great Lakes are also an
important waterway for trade between the
United States and Canada.

West of the Great Lakes lies North
t and most important riv-
Tributaries in the
the Mississippi. A
tream or river that

America’s longes
er, the Mississippi River.
interior plains flow to
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Along the way, these rivers deposit
rich silt, The silt creates fertile farmlands
that cover most of the Interior Plains, The
Missouri and Ohio rivers are huge tributar-
ies of the Mississippi. They help drain the
entire Interior Plains.

ook at the map on the previous page.
Notice the land begins to increase in eleva-
tion west of the Interior Plains, This higher
region is called the Great Plains. Vast areas
of grasslands cover these plains.

The West

In the region called the West, several of the
country’s most rugged mountain ranges
make up the Rocky Mountains. These enor-
mous mountains, also called the Rockies,
stretch as far as you can see. Many of the
mountains’ jagged peaks rise above 14,000
feet (4,270 m).

In the Rocky Mountains is a line
of high peaks called the Continental
Divide. A continental divide is an arca of
high ground that divides the flow of riv-
ers towards opposite ends of a continent.

Satellite View

The Mississippi River Delta

From its source in Minnesota, the Mississippi River flows s0.”
across the central United States. It ends at the tip of Lous
which is shown here. This satellite image shows the area v

the Mississippl River meets the Gulf of Mexico. This area ©

a Oelta. A river’s delta is formed from sediment that 2 (/e
downstream 1o the ocean. Sediment is usually made up 0
soil, sand, and dead plants. Each year, the Mississippr 0U7 -

than 400 million tons of sediment into the Guif of Mexct
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Farther west, mountain Fa0ges i,
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the mountain’s peak and destroyes -,
square miles (390 sq km) of forest
Mountains also stretch north ...
the Pacific coast. At 20,320 feet (6,194
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Alaska’s Mount McKinley is the highes
mountain in North America, '
Far out in the Pacific Ocean are
islands that make up the state of Haws
Volcanoes formed these islands millions
years ago. Today, hot lava and ash contis,
ue to erupt from the islands’ volcanoes
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